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Life of Christ #17, Page 3 
 
O Do you boys and girls know how Jesus was different? Do you know who Jesus is? 

Jesus is God’s perfect Son. He is different because He never sinned. He is perfect 
just like God, His Father. 
 
This young man probably did not know that Jesus was God’s Son. He did seem to 
know, however, that Jesus was a very important Person because he came running 
to Jesus. How did the young man get Jesus’ attention? 

 
IH Ask some questions about how the children think the man got Jesus’ attention: 
  “Do you think the man shouted to Jesus?” 
  “Do you think he might have snapped his fingers?” 
  “Is it possible he jumped up and down?” 
  “Would he have whistled to make Jesus turn to him?” 

 
We don’t really know how the young man got Jesus’ attention, but Jesus stopped 
to see what he wanted. Jesus took time for the young man because He cared 
about him. Jesus knew the young man had a need, and He wanted to help. He 
loved this young man very much. 

 
G God loves you too, and He wants to help you. If you have a need or a question, 

you can be sure that Jesus cares and wants to help. He loves you very much. 
 

B.       (FLASHCARD 5-2) 
 

Jesus may have turned to the young man. 
To those who saw him coming, he did not 
look like he needed anything. The Bible 
tells us the young man was rich, and his clothes were probably very nice. We also 
read in the Bible that he was a ruler . . . perhaps one of the leaders of the Jewish 
synagogue. A synagogue is the place of worship for the Jewish people. If he was 
a ruler in the synagogue, this would mean he was well-educated too. He would 
have had a lot of knowledge of many things, especially God’s Word. 

 
C.       (FLASHCARD 5-3) 

 
The young man knelt in front of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

IH Have children run in place and then kneel. 
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“Which commandments?” the young man asked Jesus. 
 
“Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness (that 
means to lie). Honor thy father and thy mother. Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
 
“All these I have kept since I was a young boy,” the man said. “What else do I 
need?” 
 
Do you think he had always obeyed all these commandments? No! He could not 
have. He was a sinner just like us. It would seem the young man should have 
answered something like, “I have broken most of these commandments many 
times. What do I need to do to be forgiven?” Instead, he was boastful and proud. 
He was not willing to admit that he was not putting God first in his life. 

 
MT, PAS If you have already trusted Jesus as your Saviour from sin, Jesus should have first 

place in your life. (Show Main Truth Card and point to picture.) Obeying Jesus, 
spending time with Him every day by reading the Bible, and praying to Him to give 
thanks and ask Him for the things you need should be the most important activities 
for every person who has received Jesus as Saviour. Our memory verse for today 
says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) 1What is more important 
to you? Is it going to church each week, or is it sleeping in?  God says you should 
go to church to worship regularly. That shows you are putting Jesus first. 2What 
about the kind of friends you hang out with? Are they people who will help you put 
Jesus first, or are they telling you that being popular is the most important thing? 
3How do you spend your time? Are you reading your Bible each day and talking to 
God in prayer? These are the things that show that you are giving Jesus first place 
in your life. You and I should want, more than anything else, to do the things that 
show Jesus has first place in our lives. 

 
For the young man in our story, he was not putting Jesus first. His possessions 
and money were too important to him. He thought what he had and what he did 
could earn him eternal life. How sad! 
 
The Bible says the Lord Jesus looked at the man and loved him. Jesus wanted 
him to have eternal life. If the young man wanted to know how to get eternal life, 
Jesus was eager to tell him. Jesus said, “You need one thing. Go and sell 
everything you have. Give the money to the poor, then you will have treasure in 
Heaven. Do this, then come follow Me.” 
 

IH Have the children motion with their hand, as if speaking to the young man, saying 
“Come, follow Me.” 
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Did the Lord Jesus mean that a person could get eternal life in Heaven if they gave 
away everything they had to the poor? No, because that, too, would be working to 
earn a place in Heaven. 

 
 D. (FLASHCARD 5-6)                                    
 

Jesus was trying to get the young man to 
understand he needed to put Jesus first. 
There is nothing this man could do to 
have eternal life. There is nothing you can do to get eternal life. Jesus provided the 
only way to eternal life when He died on the cross. 

 
P, E The Bible tells us that “. . . Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures 

. . .” (1 Corinthians 15:3) Jesus gave His precious blood to pay for our sins when 
He died on the cross. Right after this verse, it says that Jesus rose again. This 
means He did not stay dead. Jesus came alive again from the dead, and He is 
living today. Yes, Jesus died and came alive again so that you and I can be 
completely forgiven of our sins and have eternal life. 

 
Jesus was trying to help this young man understand how to have eternal life. I want 
to help you understand how you can have eternal life. Let’s think about what the 
Bible says. 

 
IH Have the children repeat after you these truths, one at a time: 
  “I must admit that I have sinned.” 
  “I cannot be saved by being good.” 
  “Jesus is the only way to eternal life.” 
 

How was Jesus going to get the young ruler to see and understand his own sin. 
 
When Jesus said the young man must love his neighbor as himself, He waited to 
see what the man would do. If the young man loved others the way he loved 
himself, he would be willing to sell his possessions and give the money to the poor 
because Jesus asked him to. 
 
Would he do this? Would he tell Jesus, “I see what You mean, Good Teacher. I do 
not love others like I love myself. I have sinned.” 
 
The disciples were standing by watching. What would the young man do? 
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 E. (FLASHCARD 5-4) 
 

They saw the young man’s expression 
change. His face suddenly became very 
sad. He knew he did not want to do what 
Jesus said.  

 
 F. (FLASHCARD 5-5) 
 

As he thought about his riches, he knew 
he did not want to give them all away. For 
this man, his money was more important 
to him than anything else in the world – even more than Jesus and eternal life. 

 
III. CLIMAX 
 

Because he chose his riches rather than Jesus, the man went away very sorrowful 
(sad). 

 
IH Have the children show you the expression on the young man’s face as he made 

the choice not to follow Jesus first. (sadness; disappointment) 
 
IV. CONCLUSION 
 

A. CLOSING STATEMENTS 
 
The young ruler’s money was more important to him than anything else. More 
important than the Lord Jesus. More important than eternal life. More important 
than anything. Truly, he was a poor rich man. 
 
The Lord Jesus turned to His disciples and made a statement. “How difficult it is 
for those who are rich to get into the Kingdom of God. It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle.” 
 
The disciples wondered, “Who then can be saved?” Then Jesus answered them 
to help them understand. “With man it is impossible. But with God, all things are 
possible.” 
 
A rich man could be saved and have eternal life, but he would have to be just like 
the poor man (or woman or boy or girl). The only way to have eternal life for anyone 
is to put their trust in the Lord Jesus for forgiveness of sin rather than trusting in 
riches or works. 
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 B. BRIDGE 
 

Are you like the young man who came to Jesus with the question? Perhaps you 
are wondering how you can have eternal life. Let me tell you what God says in His 
Word. 

 
(FLASHCARD 5-6 - repeated)                                    

 
 C. INVITATION 
 
L No one who trusts in his or her own way 

will be saved. No one who thinks they can buy eternal life will be saved. No one 
who is counting on their good works will be saved. You must depend only on God 
to save you. God says you must believe on Jesus as your Saviour. It says in Acts 
16:31, “Believe (that means to trust or depend completely) on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved. . . .” First, you must admit to God that you have 
sinned and that you need Jesus to save you. Then you must believe that Jesus 
paid for your sins when He died on the cross and rose again. Are you ready to tell 
Jesus right now that you want Him to save you from your sins? Let’s all bow our 
heads and close our eyes. If you are ready to believe in Jesus to save you from 
your sins, look up at me right now. (Acknowledge any child who looks up.) You 
may all look up now. (Tell the children when to come and where to go to receive 
counseling.) 

 
D. CHALLENGE 

 
MT If you have already trusted Jesus as your Saviour from sin, Jesus should have first 

place in your life. (Show Main Truth Card and point to picture.) Obeying Jesus, 
spending time with Him every day by reading the Bible, and praying to Him to give 
thanks and ask Him for the things you need should be the most important activities 
for every person who has received Jesus as Saviour. Our memory verse for today 
says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) So, whether it is 1going 
to church each week rather than sleeping in, or 2choosing the right kind of friends 
who will help you follow Jesus, or 3taking time every day to read your Bible and 
spend time in prayer, you can give Jesus first place in your life. You and I should 
want, more than anything else, to do the things that show that Jesus has first place 
in our lives. Would you be willing to talk to Him about that right now and ask Him 
to help you choose Him first? (Allow time for children to pray quietly. Then close in 
prayer.) 
 



LIFE OF CHRIST – Lesson #18 
  

“A New Life in Christ” 
 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 19:1-10 
  
MEMORY VERSE: 2 Corinthians 5:17 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

 
VISUALS: Flashcards: Life of Christ 3: 6-1 – 6-6 
 
MAIN TRUTH: Others should see that your life is changed. 
 
BASIC OUTLINE: I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. BEGINNING STATEMENTS 
B. TRANSITION 

 
 II. PROGRESSION OF EVENTS 
 

A. FLASHCARD 6-1 
B. FLASHCARD 6-2 
C. FLASHCARD 6-3 
D. FLASHCARD 6-4 
E. FLASHCARD 6-5 
F. FLASHCARD 6-6 

 
 III. CLIMAX 
 
 IV. CONCLUSION 
 

A. CLOSING STATEMENTS 
B. BRIDGE 
C. CHALLENGE 
D. INVITATION 

 
 
 
 

TEXT: Life of Christ, Copyright © 2020 CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF EASTERN PA, INC. 
Author:  Mrs. Gayle Stahlman 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 A. BEGINNING STATEMENTS 
   

[Teacher: to keep it suspenseful for the children who may have some Bible knowledge, omit the 
name of Zacchaeus until you get to his conversation with Jesus.] 
 
“I wish I was taller so I could play basketball!” 
“If only I lived in a different part of town, maybe I would have more friends!” 
“I bet others would like me more if I was smarter. . .or richer. . .or more popular!” 
“Why can’t I be like (so and so)? She seems happy all the time!” 
 
These are things you may think or say because you wish you were different in 
some way. 
 

 B. TRANSITION 
 

The man in our Bible lesson may not have been thinking about being different. 
After all, he had a lot of good things going for him. But he did need something 
changed. Perhaps you need the same change he needed. Listen carefully to see 
what happened. 

 
II. PROGRESSION OF EVENTS 
 

 This man lived in the beautiful city of Jericho. Perhaps he enjoyed the scenery of 
flowers and palm trees that lined the city street. He probably felt the gentle and 
warm breezes that often came. 

 
 Many people lived in Jericho. Some of the rich people may have had a second 

home here. 
 

IH Have the children pretend to be walking down the street. Mention the beautiful 
flowers, the tall trees, the gentle breeze, and the many people. Have them “ooh” 
and “ahh” about the things they see. 

 
If you listened closely, you might hear loud, angry voices coming from one of the 
houses in Jericho. Let’s imagine a conversation that may have taken place. 
 
“I’m telling you, it can’t be that much,” a man shouted. 
 
“And I tell you it is!” another man says harshly. “When you live under Roman rule, 
you do what they say. Now pay your taxes. . .all of them!” 
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“I hate the Roman government,” the first man raises his voice even louder. “And I 
hate. . .you! There, take your money.” And then as he walked away, he turned and 
said angrily, “I wonder how much of it you’ll keep for yourself!” 

 
A.       (FLASHCARD 6-1) 

 
The taxpayer left the house in a fit of rage. 
The tax collector followed after him and 
watched as he joined his friends outside. 
 
The tax collector knew they were talking about him. But it didn’t much matter. He 
went back in his house, sat down at his table, and began counting all the money 
he had collected. As he pushed some to the side, the man chuckled. “The Roman 
government will never see that part! That will be mine!” 
 
We can stop imagining now. This tax collector was a real person. We find his story 
in the Gospel of Luke. His story is a true story, just like the rest of the Bible. The 
man was Jewish, but he worked for the Roman government. He was also called a 
publican. Since the Jewish people did not like the Roman government that ruled 
over them, they also hated the tax collectors, or publicans, because these men 
worked for the government. 
 
Another reason the tax collectors were disliked is because often they were 
dishonest men. The tax collectors were not to charge the people more than the fair 
amount of their tax, but, just like in our imaginary conversation I shared earlier, 
they did. They kept the extra money all for themselves, and so they became rich. 
 
This tax collector was one of the rich ones, but he was also not happy. Sometimes 
he may have thought about the people he cheated. Perhaps he felt guilty. He knew 
it was wrong – it was sin – but did he stop doing it? No, he did not! 
 

S, PAU There are times when you and I feel guilty and bothered by the things we do too. 
When you think, or say, or do anything that is against what God says is right, it is 
sin. God’s Word tells us that you and I have sinned. (Share three examples of sin, 
such as 1taking something that doesn’t belong to you, 2saying something mean to 
bully another person, or 3thinking an unkind thought toward your teacher or parent 
because they won’t do or give you what you want.) You know it is sin to do these 
things, but like the tax collector, you do not stop. The Bible says, “. . .He shall be 
holden (held) with the cords of his sins.” (Proverbs 5:22) It is as if sin has such 
a tight grip on you that it keeps making you do the wrong things. This should bother 
you. Sin is serious to God and it must be punished. Does it bother you when you 
do wrong? 
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It must have bothered this tax collector. He was rich, but he was not a very happy 
man. 
 
Perhaps another reason he was so unhappy was because he did not have friends. 
So many in Jericho hated him. They did not want to be around him because he 
was selfish and mean and greedy. The people knew he would never think to give 
anything to the poor or needy. He just wanted to take and take and take some 
more. 
 
“I work for my money,” he probably said. “Let them work for theirs.” 
 
When people saw this man in the streets, they probably ignored him. They may 
have even turned to go another direction. He may have heard their whispers to 
each other. “There’s that little cheat.” The word little may have made him think of 
something else that he may not have liked about himself. You see, this man was 
shorter than most men. Perhaps he wished he could change and make himself a 
little taller. 
 
This rich tax collector may have thought, Poor me! It seemed that no one loved 
him. But God loved him. The fact that he was rich made no difference to God. The 
fact that he was short made no difference to God. In fact, God had made him that 
way. Even being dishonest did not stop God from loving this man. God hated his 
sin, but he loved the man. 

 
G And boys and girls, God loves you just the way you are. He does not care if you 

are short or tall. It makes no difference if you are rich or poor, or whether you are 
fat or thin. He loves you. He even knows all about your sin. Still, God loves you! 

 
IH Ask the following questions looking for a “No” answer from the children for each 

one: 
  “Does being short make God love you less?” 
  “Does being rich make God love you less?” 
  “Does being fat make God love you less?” 
  “Does being a sinner make God love you less? 
 
 Then ask this, looking for a Yes” answer from the children: 
  “Does God love everyone, no matter what they look like or what they do? 
 

Yes, God loves everyone. God loved this man, even when many others hated him. 
Perhaps this man wondered if he could ever change. Could he be a different kind 
of person? 
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There was another tax collector in the Bible that was changed. Matthew, one of 
Jesus’ disciples had been a tax collector too. Since Matthew did the same kind of 
work as this man, perhaps they knew each other. If that was true, this man would 
have known how Matthew’s life was changed. He would have seen it with his own 
eyes. 

 
MT If Jesus is your Saviour, others should see that your life is changed. (Show Main 

Truth Card and point to picture.) When you receive Jesus as your Saviour, you 
need to do and say the right things so that others know you are part of God’s family. 
There should be a difference in your life that others can see. 

 
Matthew was changed. He no longer cheated and stole because he belonged to 
God’s family. Jesus had made him a new person. 
 
This tax collector may have been thinking about Matthew’s changed life. He may 
have wondered about the One Who made the change. One spring day, he had his 
chance to find out about Him. 

 
B.       (FLASHCARD 6-2) 

 
People filled the main street going 
through Jericho. Many of the people came 
from other places. They were heading to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. Probably people who lived in Jericho came 
out of their homes to greet the family members and friends who were passing 
through their city. 
 
There were people everywhere. One of the people in that crowd heading to 
Jerusalem was Jesus. But the tax collector could not see Jesus. He was too short, 
and the crowd was too large. 

 
IH Pretending to be this tax collector, have children stand on their tiptoes and shield 

their eyes, trying to see in the distance. 
 

It seems no one made room for the man to get through to see Jesus. No one said, 
“Here, stand in front of me so you can see.” There may have even been talking 
and laughing as the short man tried to make his way through the crowd. Everyone 
may have been giving friendly greeting to everyone else. . .except to the despised 
tax collector. Even though he was in a crowd of people, he was very much alone. 
Surely, no one expected that he would want to see Jesus. 
 
The man must have been very sad. 
 
 











Life of Christ #18, Page 10 
 
 B. BRIDGE 
 

Are you lost today? Jesus does not want you to be lost. He is looking for you today, 
wanting to save you and change your life forever. 

 
 C. INVITATION 
 
L Today if you are ready, you can receive Jesus as your Saviour from sin. You can 

become one of His children. Jesus has the power to save you. The Bible tells us 
this. It says, “But as many as received Him (if you invited Jesus to be your 
Saviour), to them (to you) gave He power (the right or privilege) to become the 
sons (children) of God, even to them that believe on His name.” (John 1:12) 
Are you willing to admit your sin to God today? Will you tell Jesus you want Him to 
save you? Do you believe Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for your 
sins? Do you believe He rose again the third day? If you believe these things, you 
can receive Jesus as your Saviour from sin right now. God wants more than 
anything to save you and make you one of His children. Are you ready to ask Jesus 
to be your Saviour today? Let’s bow our heads and close our eyes. Let’s think only 
about Jesus. If you want Jesus to be your Saviour from sin, will you come right 
now and stand beside me. I want to show you from God’s Word how you can 
become His child today. (You or your helper should take them to a quiet place to 
receive counseling while the other finishes club.) 

 
A. CHALLENGE 

 
MT If Jesus is your Saviour, others should see that your life is changed. (Show Main 

Truth Card and point to picture.) Our memory verse today says, “Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) When you receive Jesus as 
your Saviour, your life needs to look different from those who are not saved. Your 
friends and family should be able to look at your actions and hear the things you 
say and know that your life is changed. You can show that by 1saying something 
kind and telling others not to be mean to someone at school, by 2turning the TV off 
when shows that are inappropriate come on, or by 3doing your Quiet Time and 
praying to God for His help. The things you do and the things you say should show 
others that your life is changed – that you have Jesus as your Saviour. Let’s take 
a moment to pray right now and ask God to help us do the things that will show 
others that Jesus has changed us. (Allow time for children to pray quietly. Then 
close in prayer.) 
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