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APPLYING THE BIBLE LESSON
TO TODAY’S CHILDREN

The BIBLE LESSON is a Bible story which includes the GOSPEL, a PERSONAL APPLICATION about sin,
and an INVITATION for the unsaved child.  It will also emphasize one MAIN  TRUTH or teaching point with
a PERSONAL APPLICATION and a CHALLENGE for the saved child.

 THE UNSAVED CHILD - Three basic parts of the lesson for the unsaved child:

1. GOSPEL 

The Gospel message should be woven throughout the Bible lesson.  It should include these Bible
truths:

God loves you and me

Only sinless Son of God

Sin - You and I have sinned 
(Use Scripture verse)

Precious blood of Jesus paid for sin 
(Use Scripture verse)

Ever living - Risen Saviour

Let Christ in - Receive Him 
(Use Scripture verse)

2. PERSONAL APPLICATION FOR THE UNSAVED 

The purpose of the personal application for the unsaved child (PAU) is to explain the sin
issue.  IT DOES NOT INCLUDE THE REMAINDER OF THE GOSPEL.  It is not the
invitation.  It should come as early as possible in the lesson so the Holy Spirit can begin to
convict the child of sin.

The personal application for the unsaved child explains the sin issue with the personal YOU,
examples or illustrations of sin, and Bible verse.

3. INVITATION 

The invitation usually comes at the end of the Bible lesson, but it could come earlier. It will
invite the child to receive Christ as Saviour.   A Scripture verse should be used and
explained.



THE SAVED CHILD - Three basic parts of the lesson for the saved child:

1. MAIN TRUTH

The Main Truth is the teaching point for the Christian child which you want to stress several
times throughout the lesson.  It will be a simple statement of Bible doctrine or Christian
growth.

2. PERSONAL APPLICATION FOR THE SAVED

The purpose of the personal application for the saved child (PAS) is to explain the Main
Truth.  It will include the personal YOU, examples or illustrations, and a Bible verse.

As you think about examples or illustrations to explain the Main Truth, ask yourself these
questions:  When?  Where?  How?  The Bible verse will answer the question Why?

For example:

WHO? Personal you “YOU” should be predominant word
rather than “we” or “us”

HOW? Apply by example Examples to explain Main Truth 

WHY? Scripture A Bible verse which gives proof of the
Main Truth

3. CHALLENGE

The challenge usually comes at the end of the Bible lesson.  It should encourage the Christian
child to put into action the teaching of the Main Truth and personal application for the saved
child.

NOTE:  We realize there are many methods of Bible lesson preparation and presentation,
and that this method is not the only way to teach.  However, we trust that as you study these
lesson helps they will be beneficial in filling in some of the details of the lesson.
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That was the amazing way that Jesus would take away the sin of the world.  
 
When Andrew and the other disciple heard what John the Baptist had said about 
Jesus, they knew they had to talk to Him. So they began following Jesus.  

 
A.       (FLASHCARD 6-1) 

 
Maybe they were trying to decide what to 
say to Him when Jesus stopped walking 
and turned around.  
 
“What are you looking for?" He asked them. 
 
Andrew and John answered, “Teacher, where do You live?”  
 
“Come and see,” was all that Jesus said.  
 
So Andrew and the other disciple came and saw where Jesus was staying, and 
they stayed there with Him all the rest of that day. I’m sure they talked to Him about 
many things and asked Him lots of questions.  
 

IH Have children use fingers to name the disciples. The first two fingers will be John 
and Andrew. Say, “God has something special for John and Andrew to do.” Each 
time another disciple is chosen, put his name on the next finger (up to seven: John, 
Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, Nathanael, James, Matthew). Each time, go back 
and review the names from the previous fingers. Each time, say, “God has 
something special for (name of disciple) to do.”  

 
By the time Andrew left, he must have been excited. The first thing he did was 
hurry off to find his brother, Simon. “We have found the Promised One!” he shouted 
to his brother. Maybe he grabbed Simon's arm and said something like, “You have 
to come meet Him!”  
 

IH Have children say, “We have found the Promised One!”  
 

I don’t know what Simon thought about all this, but he went along with Andrew to 
meet Jesus.  
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B.       (FLASHCARD 6-2) 
 
When Jesus saw Simon He said, “You 
are Simon, the son of Jona – you will now 
be called Peter.” The name “Peter” 
means “a stone.” Maybe Simon was thinking, “Why would this Man, Who I’ve never 
seen before in my life, tell me He’s changing my name?” Simon didn’t know Jesus, 
but Jesus knew all about Simon. Jesus had chosen Simon Peter to do a special 
job.  
 

IH Say, “God has something special for Simon Peter to do.”  
 
MT  If you have believed in Jesus as your Saviour, God has chosen 

you to do something special for Him. There are lots of good things 
that God asks you to do each day. You should be willing to do 
whatever job God gives you.  

 
Jesus had chosen Simon Peter to do a special job, even though Simon Peter didn’t 
know it yet.  
 
The next day, Jesus was looking for a man named Philip. Philip was from the same 
town as Andrew, Peter, and John. 
 
When Jesus found Philip, He said to him, “Follow me.” Jesus had chosen Philip to 
be a part of this special job, too.  
 

IH Say, “God has something special for Philip to do.”  
 

C.       (FLASHCARD 6-3) 
 

Like the others, Philip was excited after 
meeting Jesus. Philip went right away to 
find his friend Nathanael.  
 
Nathanael was sitting under the branches of a large tree called a fig tree. Maybe 
he was taking a break from his work. Maybe this was the place he would go so he 
could be alone to think and pray. Whatever Nathanael was doing, the excited calls 
of his friend Philip interrupted him.  
 
“We have found Him!” Philip shouted. “We have found the One that the writers of 
the Bible talked about – it’s Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph.” 
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“How can the Promised One be from Nazareth?” Nathanael asked. “Can any good 
thing come from that town?”   
 
“Come and see,” Philip answered.  
 
So Philip took Nathanael to see Jesus. When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
towards Him, Jesus said, “Here is someone who is truly an Israelite. This person 
really is who he says he is.”  
 
Nathanael must have looked at Jesus in shock. “How do you know me?” Nathanael 
asked.  
 
Perhaps Jesus smiled. “Before Philip called you, when you were sitting under the 
fig tree, I saw you.”  
 
Nathanael was amazed. He had never seen this Man before in his life, yet Jesus 
knew what kind of person he was, and He knew where he had been that day!  
 
Nathanael said, “Teacher, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”  
 
Was Nathanael right about Jesus? Yes! 
 

O  Jesus is the only Son of God. He has never thought, said, or done anything that is 
wrong. Jesus never sinned.  

 
Nathanael was right when he said that Jesus was the Son of God. 
 
Jesus answered, “Because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree, you believe 
all this? You will see greater things than this.”  
 

IH Say, “God has something special for Nathanael to do.”  
 

Now Jesus had met five of the men He would choose to be His disciples. He 
probably spent some time in their town where they lived and worked, and they 
began to learn more and more about Him. Then one day, Jesus did something that 
changed the lives of these men forever.  
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 B. BRIDGE 
 

If you have never believed in Jesus as your Saviour from sin, you need Him to 
save you before you can begin to do good things for Him.  

   
 C. INVITATION 
 
L The Bible says, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to His mercy He saved us. . . .” (Titus 3:5) It is not by doing good 
things that you are saved. It is only by believing in what Jesus did for you and me. 
You need to admit to God that you have sinned. You need to believe that Jesus 
died on the cross to pay for your sins and came alive again. You need to believe 
in Jesus to save you. Are you ready to believe in Jesus today? (Tell them when to 
come and where to go for counseling.)  

 
 D. CHALLENGE 
 
MT Maybe you have already believed in Jesus as your Saviour. If so, 

then remember, God has chosen you to do something special for 
Him. The Bible says, “Ye have not chosen Me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit. . . .” (John 15:16) If you love God and Jesus is your Saviour, each day 
there are special things that God asks you to do. 1If you are going through a hard 
time, 2if a child you know doesn’t have many friends, 3if your grandparent 
sometimes needs help, God has chosen you to be kind and loving to those around 
you. Will you say yes to God? I am going to give you a minute to pray quietly and 
talk to God about that right now. Then I’ll end in prayer. (Allow time for them to 
pray quietly.)  
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